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In 1998, when I joined the LMFA family, Vicky Collins was president of the  
Board of Trustees. I remember she always brought food and drinks to the board 
meetings so it would hopefully attract more attendees. She was always meeting 
with then director Carolyn Fox-Hearne, helping in every way possible. Casino 
Night fundraisers were a special pet project of hers – she wore lots of sequins 
on her vest and cap to shine that night. 

Over the years, Vicky became involved with the Guild more and has helped  
at most of the receptions, tearooms and wine tasting events. She was usually 
being helpful in the kitchen, but was always faithful to go wherever she  
was needed.

She had been treasurer of the Guild the last two years, faithfully checking to 
make sure she had the receipts needed to go with the stubs. It was my honor to 
be in Zonta with her, and she was head cashier at most of the Zonta Antiques 
Shows, always hugging and telling everyone what a great job they were doing. 
She had a way of making things about everyone else, and certainly didn't dwell 
on any discomfort she might be having. 

We loved for Bob to be with her whenever she was around, and want him to 
know he's always welcome, and loved just as much as Vicky. Thank you for 
everything you did for us, Sweet Lady. 

You will be missed for your compassion, humor, love, service, dedication  
and more.

Renee Hawkins 
LMFA Director, 2002 to present, 

In honor and memory of Vicky Collins 
June 27, 1952 - August 13, 2009.

For two springs, I have joined Martha in a butterfly release ceremony. She releases a butterfly in 
memory of her daughter, Stephanie. I release a butterfly in memory of Sgt. Domino, Longview’s 
soldier that was killed in Iraq. I never knew either of them. When Martha called me the morning 
after Robbins’ death, she told me that we will need to get another butterfly next spring. I was at work, 
and found a place to be alone to absorb the news, and wrote this.

Another Butterfly
What, you late-comer to the party,
Who told you it was okay to leave?

Where have you gone, and why? Answer!
Please, and tell me that my ears have lied,

my eyes reddened, and tears
fallen for no true purpose.

Tell me it’s not true, and on with the games!
You are gone.

I saw you one afternoon, and by that nite
you were gone.

With parties and good times yet in the future,
all was decided, and brought too soon to an end,

on a dark and godless stretch of pavement.
It’s not fair, and I weep for someone newly known,

cruelly and suddenly, suddenly gone.
I hope the place you are now is peaceful, and I hope

you know I will curse the night this thing
happened, and hope to celebrate my knowing you

until I myself am gone.
Come the spring, I hope to celebrate your meaning

to this world, the fact of your having mattered,
joining two angels I never knew but whose lives

I have learned to celebrate,
alongside those who must live so searing

and rending a loss,
launching into the hopeful sunshine

and enduring winds----
For Robbins, another butterfly.

	

Philip Scott
June 11th, 2009            
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Jere J. Ruff, 73, was born December 26, 1935, in Longview, 
to Wilma Johnson Ruff and Glen Paxton Ruff. He was a 1953 
graduate of Longview High School. In 1957, he received his 
Bachelor of Business Administration degree from Southern 
Methodist University where he was a member of the Phi 
Delta Theta fraternity. After receiving his real estate broker's 
license, he joined his father at Ruff Realtors, which was 
started in 1949. Jere was a Vice President of the First State 
Bank of Hallsville, managed by Jere's twin brother, Jon.

Civic participation was an important part of his life. He was 
on the Advisory Board of Longview Museum of Fine Arts, 
and his place has now been taken by his son, Eric. Jere 
passed away September 14, 2009, from complications of 
Alzheimer's. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his loving 
wife of 52 years, Martha Bateman Ruff. 

Jere J. Ruff
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Stop by the LMFA Gift Shop and check out the great variety of gifts that are 

available. Buy your friends and family one of Gregory Zeorlin's artistic clocks. They 

come in gift boxes and make great presents for any occasion!

Visit us online at

to see what’s happening in the local art scene.
www.artslongview.org
Ballet Symphony Orchestra Art Museum 

Opera  Symphonic Band Historical Museum

Children’s and Adult Theatre Group

Need an idea for Christmas? 

Chris Mars

Longview Museum of Fine Arts • September 13 through October 31, 2009
Chris Mars • In preparation of barrier transcendence

PHIPPS CENTER FOR THE ARTS • JANUARY 22 through FEBRUARY 21, 2010
Chris Mars • The reliquishing

MESA CONTEMPORARY ARTS • MARCH 19 through AUGUST 1, 2009
Chris Mars • Only tenants reside

LMFA GIFT SHOP FINDS

Gregory ZeoRlin’s Artistic Clocks 
Small $24     Medium $42 
 
3 posters by Chris Mars  
$25 each or 3 for $60

Tolerance Book by Chris Mars 
Autographed, $40

Chantal Oei softcover book $25

Ge
t a

n L
MF

A Christmas ornament with any purchase.

POSTERS BOOKS

CLOCKS



Photos by: Niki Blaske
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SHORT EXPOSURE 
Come see local artists' photography  
during Short Exposure Week:   

November 3 - 8
Closing lecture Sunday afternoon  

November 8
903.753.8103 or www.LMFA.org

S P E C I A L
T H A N K S

We want to thank Brooke Peters for all her volunteer work, painting the back alley doors and 

bartending. • Christin Meadows for her superior wall spackling and painting, and getting 

us cleaned up. • Judy & Mike Stiles for being our big spenders at Casino Night! • Monty, 

Cody, Dillon, Landon and "the guys" for all the heavy lifting! • Jack Mann, Jr. for helping 

us out with sound equipment! • Our neighbors at Gregg County Historical Museum for 

loaning their chairs! • Nancy Peralta for groovy receptions! • Simone Kibbe for planning 

such great Guild trips! • Longview News-Journal for great and constant coverage. • Ed Rast 

for cleaning up the alley. BSCENE Magazine for Andrew and Holly, and great coverage! 

• LeTourneau students for annually volunteering to help with projects. • Tommy, Cindy 

& Lee for being great volunteering neighbors! • John Florendo at Kobee Japanese Steak 

House and the folks at Li'l Thai House for great food! • Carlyn Short for dedicated yoga 

sessions and optimistic support! • Gary Christy for superior framing and great prices! • Jack 

and Nelda Strong for sharing their Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec book page collection with 

LMFA. • Thanks to the anonymous donor for paying for a year’s worth of cable TV ads this 

past year! We’ve really enjoyed that publicity! • Thanks to Carol Fleming Marks and Mike 

Hawkins for the new sculpture garden bench!

Oct. 16, 2009  
Chris O'Brien 
at Enoch's Stomp

Nov. 13, 2009 
Beth Wood & Abi Tapia

at LMFA

In cooperation with Chris Mars' exhibit, on Tuesday, October 13, the 

National Association of Mental Illness will be at the museum with a Virtual Hallucination 

Tool that shows what it is like for individuals with schizophrenia, with a six minute 

demonstration (per person) of the sights, sounds and smells of those affected. NAMI 

hopes to give people a better understanding of the challenges people with mental illness 

face and will demonstrate the machine and give out information from 3 - 6 p.m.

VIRTUAL HALLUCINATION TOOL

CHRIS MARS



Please renew my membership/give a gift membership at the _______________ level.
Student - $10	 Contributor - $100	 Patron - $1000
Single/Faculty - $25	 Advocate - $250	 Sustainer - $2500
General - $50	 Supporter - $500	 Benefactor - $5000

Please update my information with the following address/phone/e-mail or other information:

I would like to buy a gift membership for : 
	 Address : 
 		       

I would like to give an honorarium/memorial for:

Please send acknowledgment to:

Enclosed is a check for $                                   . Please charge my (circle one) Visa, MasterCard, Discover or AMEX 

#					E     xpiration Date                  /

q Check if you would like your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or AMEX automatically charged each year to renew your membership.

Membership Renewal Form

Please renew my membership/give a gift membership at the _______________ level.
Student - $10	 Contributor - $100	 Patron - $1000
Single/Faculty - $25	 Advocate - $250	 Sustainer - $2500
General - $50	 Supporter - $500	 Benefactor - $5000

Please update my information with the following address/phone/e-mail or other information:

I would like to buy a gift membership for : 
	 Address : 
 		       

I would like to give an honorarium/memorial for:

Please send acknowledgment to:

Enclosed is a check for $                                   . Please charge my (circle one) Visa, MasterCard, Discover or AMEX 

#					E     xpiration Date                  /

q Check if you would like your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or AMEX automatically charged each year to renew your membership.

Membership Renewal Form
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133 E Tyler Street
Longview, TX 75601

903.230.5600
877.230.5601

  We  
Value  

The Pelaia Law Center representing  
injured people for over thirty five years.

At   Every Phase 
LifeDO YOU NEED A TAX DEDUCTION FOR 2OO9?

Please consider donating to Longview Museum of Fine Arts, and possibly leaving stocks, land, money 
or other assets in your will or trust that will promote the arts in Longview.

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Phone #s: __________________________________________________________

Instructions:________________________________________________________

Amount of donation:
 $_________________________________




